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Gene Van Eeckhout has retired from G&F in Jamestown and the position is hoped to be filled by 
December. Randy Kreil also retired and interviews for his position are being held at this time. 
 

Duaine Ash addressed the following topics: 
1) Hatchery funding for Riverdale and Valley City. There is a congressional bill (HR 5171) that will 

help with some long-term deficient funding issues and would encourage writing a letter to ND 
Congressional delegation in support of the bill.  The G&F has until October 6 to comment on a 
FWS strategic plan. H.R. 5026 – Fish hatchery protection act which protects the hatchery system 
and puts the power back into Congress. Ash suggested: 
 Track and support (perhaps letters to ND delegation) US House legislation (i.e. H.R. 5025 – 

Fish Hatchery Protection Act and H.R. 5171) strengthening USFWS Hatchery funding; 
 Write the USFWS asking what the Sportfishing Congress and anglers in North Dakota can do to 

better control the double-crested cormorant population in our state; 
 Provide general support to the Governor and legislative leaders of the Departments/Divisions 

fishery programs.  Stress the economic value/importance of fishing in North Dakota. Also 
could emphasize the fishery success in ND is largely due to the flexibility provided in the 
Governor’s Proclamation – and not additional law; no need for new legislation; 

 Urge the Governor to support the Departments “customer first” approach and ensure it doesn’t 
become just another bureaucratic agency. 

 
Following discussion, Rick Mohan volunteered to draft a letter to circulate with the clubs regarding 
HR 5171 and HR 5026 (hatchery issues) that can then be sent to the ND Congressional delegation. 
Ken Cumber said the biggest thing is to take this back to your local clubs to write.  Rick Eagleson 
said the US Congress has high priority addressing other issues, so the hatchery issue may not get 
any attention at this time.   

 
2) Duaine suggested we contact the USF&W on how to address the Cormorant issues in North Dakota.  

Greg Power said USF&W has no plans to collect data on the number of cormorants in the state and 
until they do it, there is no reason to address the issue. Cormorants are protected migratory species.  
Power said most people don’t have nothing against cormorants, but their numbers need to be 
controlled.   

 
3) Provide general support to the Governor and legislative leaders of the Departments/Divisions 

fishery programs and stress the economic value/importance of fishing in North Dakota. Make sure 
the G&F budgets are not touched. Terry Steinwand goes in front of the Audit Committee next week 
to provide an update. It was the consensus of the NDSFC to go back to the clubs and encourage 
them to provide support to the G&F on fisheries issues. 

 
Duaine Ash made a motion for Ken Cumber to replace Clark Williams on the ND Game & Fish Tournament 
Committee.  The motion was seconded by Mike Anderson and passed. 
 
Following discussion on the open “President” seat on the ND Sportfishing Congress Board (due to the 
resignation of Clark Williams), Vice President Ken Cumber will step up as President and Past President 
Duaine Ash will take the VP position.  A motion was made by Mike Anderson, seconded by Ed Sweeney and 
passed to accept these appointments.  A search for board candidates will continue. 
 
Mike Anderson and Duaine Ash reported there was no interest or recommendation for a lobbyist during the 
2015 legislative session.  It was suggested to contact Terry Fleck to see if the Friends of Lake Sakakawea 
lobbyist would also be interested in lobbying for NDSFC. Greg Power said that Friends will likely be meeting 
next month. Wayne Beyer will also contact the Wildlife Federation at their meeting in Wahpeton next month 
and determine their interest in lobbying for the NDSFC as well.   
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The NDSFC Annual Meeting/Fundraiser is set for Saturday, April 18, 2015 at AMVETS Club in Bismarck.  
Marie Hoerner will confirm the dates with the AMVETS.  It is the committee’s understanding that Dave 
Bement and Richard Fink will coordinate the details again in 2015.  Rick Eagleson and Paul Haug will be 
securing merchandise for the April fundraiser in December.  Rick Eagleson said he was required to provide 
details for tax purposes on the prize winners, so he recommends getting a permit in December 2014. 

 
No meeting date was set for early 2015, but will be determined if necessary pending legislative issues 
addressed during the 2015 legislative session. 
  
New Business – It was the feeling of the majority of the members that Measure 5 on the November ballot be 
opposed.   

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m.. 
 
 
Date Submitted:  September 28, 2014 
Submitted by:  Marie Hoerner 


